
Ohio Valley Manufacturing

For nearly 15 years, Ohio Valley
Manufacturing has been providing
high-quality heavy-gauge stamping
and precision blanking services to
customers in market segments
including heavy trucks and trailers,
agriculture and automotive. As Vice
President of Sales and Marketing
Steven Fanello explains, the primary
reason for the company’s success is
rooted in its vast storehouse of expe-
rience and expertise. Combined with
its capacity to handle larger jobs than
the average competitor, Ohio Valley
Manufacturing has what it takes to
maintain its leadership position in
the marketplace.

The company was founded in 1999
by Fanello’s father, Mike Fanello, who
spent more than 30 years working for
his family’s blanking, stamping and
tool and die business. After the origi-
nal company went public, Mike
Fanello left to start Ohio Valley
Manufacturing with his three sons,
Steven, John and Jeff. The company
started out with no more than two
presses, but soon the experience the
Fanello family brought to the table
helped it grow rapidly. In 2000, the
company brought in about $5 million
in sales, and today its sales are more
than seven times that. Steven Fanello
says Ohio Valley Manufacturing has

expanded its facilities multiple times
as well as its workforce, adding many
people who have more than 40 years
of experience in the industry. “We’ve
used that experience and expertise to
grow the company,” he says. 

Today, Ohio Valley Manufacturing
is known throughout the industry as
one of the leaders in heavy-gauge
stamping, precision blanking, tool
and die manufacturing, robotic weld-
ing and roller leveling. The company’s
diverse range of equipment allows it
to handle exceptionally heavy, large-
bed applications, making it a highly
sought-after partner for heavy manu-
facturing customers. Despite this
dominant position, Ohio Valley
Manufacturing continues to add to its
capabilities, and its latest expansion
project is expected to further solidify
its position as a market leader.

Bigger Capacity

During the recession, many of Ohio
Valley Manufacturing’s competitors
either closed their doors or diversi-
fied to broaden their customer bases.
This has created a smaller but more
fiercely competitive landscape for the
company, but even though its com-
petitors have stepped up their game,
Ohio Valley Manufacturing still has a
significant edge. 

One of the company’s strongest
advantages is the capacity of its
equipment, which for stamping appli-
cations ranges from 250 to 4,000
tons. The company’s presses also
boast large bed sizes, which allows it
to run larger tools for automotive and
heavy truck components as well as
stamping more parts each time the
equipment is used. Jeff Fanello says
the larger beds mean Ohio Valley
Manufacturing can stamp anywhere
from two to 10 parts off a single hit on
the press, whereas most competitors
can only accommodate one or two
parts at a time. This creates greater
efficiency for customers as well as
better utilization of materials. 
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ohio valley manufacturing can
stamp from two to 10 parts
off a single hit on its press.
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The company’s blanking capabili-
ties allow it to accommodate materi-
al from 0.02 inches to .615 inches in
thickness, up to 72 inches wide and
more than 100 inches in length. Ohio
Valley Manufacturing says it can pro-
vide customers with blanking using
one of more than eight production
methods and from low-volume to
large-scale runs. 

As impressive as the company’s
expansive capacity is, Ohio Valley
Manufacturing continues to look for
ways to improve on it and provide
better service to its customers. John
Fanello says the company is in the
process of expanding its production
facility once again, adding one  large-
capacity stamping presses that can
handle more heavy-gauge material for
customers in segments like heavy
trucks and agriculture. 

Strong Future

Being based in Ohio gives Ohio Valley
Manufacturing access to a strong
pool of experienced tool and die
workers, but Steven Fanello says find-
ing skilled labor remains one of the
company’s biggest challenges. The
company has partnered with a local
college to establish an apprenticeship
program. Employees have the option
to attend classes aimed at improving
their skills in tool and die machining
and maintenance. 

Being in Ohio also presents a chal-
lenge in terms of logistics, as many of
the company’s customers are located
in the southern United States where
there are many local competitors. To
offset the additional costs of freight
between Ohio Valley Manufacturing
and its customers, it seeks ways to
reduce costs in other areas, and this is

where the company’s capacity pays
big dividends. “We don’t ever lose any
customers once we have them,”
Steven Fanello says. 

Ohio Valley Manufacturing contin-
ues to set its sights on expansion, as
the company still is growing in mar-
kets such as agriculture and heavy
trucks. Assuming it remains focused
on its core competencies, Fanello
believes Ohio Valley Manufacturing
should reach $50 million in annual
sales within the next five years. mt
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Cowen Truck Line, Inc.
Cowen Truck Line, Inc. Your Transportation & Logistics Partner
Cowen Truck Line is an independently owned and operated carrier offer-

ing a full range of ground transportation and logistics services. Based in

Ohio, Cowen’s core business is Midwest dry freight but we serve the entire

continental US and Canada. Cowen prides itself on courteous, experi-

enced and service oriented drivers and staff. These experienced drivers

and staff along with our clean reliable equipment continue to set Cowen

apart from our competitors. 
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